Abstract. Performing a parental role is one of the elements of human life and begins when a child comes into the world. Parental attitudes depend on individual qualities and resources of a parent and a child, the network of social relations, the conviction about the importance of the parental role and the level of the identification with this role. Changes experienced by the contemporary family have their consequences in the shaping of new parenting which includes both the elements of change and tradition.
Introduction
Contemporary family is experiencing significant transformations of a continuous and complex nature. The changes are reflected in matrimonial, reproductive attitudes, in consolidation of alternative forms of marital and family living or the permanence of relationships. The consequence is the modification of the social definition of family and the vision of modern parenting. As a result of the unification of female and male roles in family, the patterns of parental behaviours and expectations towards parenting are changing. Thus, a question arises what contemporary parenting actually consists in. Does the very fact of possessing children authorise us to assign the parental role to ourselves or should this role be still performed in a specific way in order to experience full parenting?
Taking a new role in family, being a mother or a father is related to the development of own identity and shaping new relations. Performing the parental role is conditioned by the qualities and resources of both parents and children with the sense of responsibility for raising a new generation according to specific patterns. The primary aim of this article is an attempt to define modernity in contemporary parenting. The presented theoretical analysis was complemented by empirical material from current statistical data and own research.
Family as a value
In the sociological terminology family is defined as a primary group in which social relations are based on emotional and personal contents. It is family where in direct contacts the complex process of the transfer and assimilation of culture, social and individual values begin. Parents, who play specific family functions, are particularly responsible for this transfer. Family as a place of strong emotional identification teaches their members the surrounding social world, defining elements which are friendly and safe for them and those which are hostile and strange. It is in family that we can find out models of specific social behaviours, we can learn roles, family and extra-family attitudes (Tyszka, 1976, p. 5) . From such a perspective, family members find it easier to perceive the sense of their life, formulate goals and choose specific methods of their accomplishment. Such an attitude to family authorises us also to consider it as a significant community of individuals (Świątkiewicz, 2001, p. 71) .
Sociologists also define family as a substantial social institution in which social roles are defined and shaped. In such an approach, family has its own internal structure and performs the functions in accordance with the norms valid in a given system of social control (Adamski, 2002, p. 30) . Family performs specific functions towards its members and the whole society. Performing these functions is related to the necessity of taking by individual family members specific actions arising from the assumptions and goals of family life. The most important family functions are considered to be those which guarantee the continuity of generations, meet the emotional needs of man and the quality of his life, socialisation and upbringing1. Therefore, the proper functioning of family is in a sense a guarantee of proper functioning of society (Podgórski, 2008, p. 126) . Only owing to well-functioning family universal values can survive and social systems will guarantee specific cohesion. Thus, family must be treated as a social good of the highest value (Mazan, 2011, pp. 91-100) . 1 In literature, there is a multitude of the classifications of family functions. For example, according to F. Adamski, the type of functions depends on whether family is perceived as a social institution or the primary group, and when analysing the functions in terms of their permanence and significance for family, he divided them into significant (primary) and accidental (secondary) functions. On the other hand, Z. Tyszka distinguished 11 indirect family functions, which he assigned to four fundamental ones: biopsychic function, sociopsychological function, economic function and socio-designating function.
When analysing the proper functioning of family, we must remember that it undergoes constant transformations which are the consequence of complex social, cultural and economic processes. Strongly developed individualism and the focus on self-fulfilment correlated with the pursuit for success and affluence marginalise previously acquired values and needs. It is particularly visible in the case of young generation, and it is manifested, for example, in their matrimonial and reproductive attitudes. For more than 20 years, low fertility rate in Poland has not been guaranteeing the replacement rate, and the number of births is now half as big as during the latest baby boom which took place in the first half of the 1980s. At the same time, there is an increase in the age of women giving birth to their first child from 26 in 2000 to more than 27 years at present (Central Statistical Office -GUS, 2016b) .
It means that the development of the contemporary civilisation exerts a very strong influence on an individual and family, which exposes them to negative phenomena. If the proper functioning of family is disturbed, its condition worsens, which in consequence may lead to strong dysfunctions. Moreover, the omnipresent era of consumerism pushes man towards new challenges, transforming his hitherto prevailing hierarchy of values. Contemporary man, making constant choices, often also asks a question to him self what pays off better in life. The pursuit for the "better" takes place at the expense of moral and ethical values, which in effect leads to the evolution of values and norms which conform to the requirements of the contemporary world (Giddens, 2006, pp. 46-47) . Thus, a contemporary man is forced to the constant internalisation of new norms and values (Sztompka, 2005, pp. 82-86) .
As it arises from the social cohesion research report 2015 (GUS 2016a), the most important value in life for 89.1% of adult Poles is health, and on the second position there is family and family happiness 81.1%. Great and really great significance was assigned to the life full of adventures, fun and career, and the distribution of responses was, respectively, 32%, 35% and 39%. The distribution of individual declarations is varied in terms of respondents' age, which is visible in the attitudes towards career, education and religious values. It should be emphasised that in spite of complex influences forming social attitudes, in the analysed declarations we can distinguish universal values to which great and really great significance is assigned by the prevailing part of respondents, regardless of age. It is mainly about health, family and honesty (GUS, 2016a) .
Family as a value is particularly appreciated by people aged 45-54, where the level of declarations for this group of people was 85.1%. The lowest level of declaratives in the assessment of this value is among the youngest persons aged 16-24 and was 70.1%. Slight differences in the level of declarations can be also observed between women and men. For both, family is the most appreciated value following health, but among those convinced about it there are 84.6% of women and 77.2% of men. Family as a value was more appreciated by inhabitants of medium-sized and smaller towns, and least appreciated by those living in big agglomerations above 500 thousand inhabitants. In the case 
The new face of contemporary parenting
In the context of substantial transformations of family, also the question about contemporary parenting, which seemingly is not that unambiguous, seems crucial. It could seem that everybody knows what parenting is, but when we try to specify and define it, it turns out that there are different approaches and definitions. The first differences arise from the perspective of the analysed issues. Thus, in sociology, for example, we can pay attention to the quality of parenting and the process of socialisation, whereas in economy to the material dimension of parenting, including costs, expenses, up to profit and loss account. We can also examine parenting with reference to the type and permanence of relations between adults and a child, in terms of changes in the family structure, the growing number of single-parent families and alternative forms of marital-family life, or in respect of most appreciated values.
The Western literature discusses being a parent dually, analysing it from the fact of having a child (parenthood) or being the parent and performing specific parental roles, with all their rights and duties (parenting) (Kwak, 2008, p. 18) . Therefore, the meaning and performing a parental role are two separate issues. A kind of maternity -paternity will be influenced by the attitude of parents to the role played by them, and the significance of this role will be conditioned by the level of identification with it and motivation to the participation in family life (Ziemska, 2009, p. 25) .
Playing a parental role is one of the elements of human life and most often takes place in the first phase of the family lifecycle in which a child is born. Thus, the role of a parent is combined by the event of the childbirth and will be primarily shaped by specific parent -child relations (Ziemska, 2001, pp. 41-42) . Events which take place in a family make its members assume new social roles or modify the existing ones to be able to face new challenges. Thus, parental attitudes will be shaped in respect of individual qualities and resources of both a parent and a child and the relation of social relationships of the family. Also, the quality of relations between parents and distant and closer relatives, as well as acquaintances, friends and institutions supporting family in performing its functions will be important. It is difficult to state unambiguously which network of relations will have the greatest influence on the quality of parenting, but in the contemporary world parenting certainly cannot be properly implemented in isolation from these connections (Sikorska, 2009, pp. 168-170) .
Among variables conditioning parental involvement we can distinguish specific groups of interrelated factors. The first group will correlate the level of parents' involve-
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Sumaniosios edukacijos diskursas ment in terms of their obligations (including professional ones) and priorities, individual resources, occurring difficulties, types of parenting (single or joint) with the stage of the child's development. On this basis, we will be able to distinguish various levels of parents' involvement, namely full parenting, with high, medium or low level of involvement, and a model in which parental involvement does not occur at all. The other group of variables will influence the ways of the implementation of parenting, depending on the type of care, institutional and emotional support, on education and appropriate preparation to performing new roles. Only the model built in this way shows the complexity of the contemporary world and conditions of the proper functioning of family and performing parental roles. In this way, such a foundation is built, which in future will allow the child to function properly in society (Ornacka, 2013, p. 101) .
In recent years, an important change has also taken place not only in defining or perceiving parenting, but also in the manner of implementing parental roles. A "new mother" and a "new father" prepare to their roles as early as at the stage of planning children, shared experiencing of maternity and mutual participation in the process of raising a child. We are dynamically departing from the model of "super mum" handling everything in favour of an imperfect mother who has the right to uncertainty, imperfection or not handling her duties. Contemporary women and young mothers in particular, do not want to and will not sacrifice fully. A mother has the right to be tired and to ask for help which she willingly uses. But changes the contemporary family is experiencing also concern the perception of the role of a father. In the long term, the transition has taken place from a father possessing full power in the family through a father responsible exclusively for the economic security of the family to a father working but at the same time participating actively in the family life, engaged in the process of raising children and sharing duties with his wife -partner. The division of tasks between a mother and a father is disappearing in favour of complementing each other and supporting while performing duties. In consequence, it leads to a new model of family and parenting based on mutual support, assistance and task sharing (Sikorska, 2009, pp. 189-196) .
A new element of contemporary parenting are also relations at the parent-child level, which are oriented to the creation of proper forms of contact, the scope of freedom and control, suited to the child's age. Dialogue and conversation are becoming frequent notions. They are supposed to build proper relations between parents and children. Unfortunately, the dynamics of everyday life does not make it easy to build such relations, and it even often contributes to the occurrence of problems. Busy and overworked parents may lose specific sensitivity to children's dilemmas related to their functioning in the surrounding reality, due to which conducting sincere conversations and discussions is limited. It should be remembered that at every stage of family life parents and children mutually contribute to the shape of the environment in which they function. It is important for intra-family interactions to support the development of the individuals and to prevent the occurring problems from disturbing this development. Therefore, the role 
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of parents is to accompany their children in the process of upbringing, growing up and maturing so that they were prepared to independent life in the future (Bakiera, 2006, pp. 111-112) .
New parenting has contributed to the growth of emotional contact between parents and children who are treated as partners. Partnership understood as cooperation or co-participation of individual members in sharing duties has spread strongly when defining contemporary family. Thus, with regard to parenting, partnership will stand for common activities in the home space, filled with everyday duties connected with care and raising children and participation in their growing up (Ratyński, 2003, pp. 465-466) . The model of partnership in family is now the most common form of family life, however, verbal declarations differ from the factual state. It may result from different ways of defining partnership, as well as from the fact that while cooperating, it is difficult to set rigid borders of duty division. In spite of the fact that partnership in child care is still feminised, we certainly can determine in it considerable roles of a father and his increased participation in the process of raising children. However, just like not everybody prefers partnership in family, not all parents will proceed in accordance with the assumptions of the new parenting model.
Attitudes and expectations towards contemporary parenting in the light of own research
Parenting expresses itself in attitudes and performing specific roles which are directly responsible for the quality of relations between parents and the child. Maternity and fatherhood guarantee specific social prestige to a woman and a man. Today, performing the role of a mother and a father is perceived from the perspective of the young generation, it leads to the reorganisation of family life and departing from the traditional model of performing marital and parenting roles. Contemporary patterns of behaviours undergo constant modifications depending on the needs of a given family. Redefinition of the role of a husband-father and a wife-mother is taking place, through the negation of femininity and masculinity in the traditional approach. A woman ceased to be identified only with raising children and doing housework, and a man ceased to be the only breadwinner. A contemporary woman fulfils herself professionally, supports the household budget financially, but also takes care of children and runs the house. On the other hand, a contemporary man-father has a sense of strong responsibility for the economic situation of the household, but his scope of duties has been extended by the inclusion in the process of raising children or support during typical housework. Such assumptions were adopted to study parental attitudes of people employed in public administration and performing clerical functions. The research was carried out in 2015 by the team of the Polish Measurement of Attitudes and Values (PPPiW). As a member of the research team, the Author of this paper was responsible for the material concerning attitudes towards marriage and parenting.
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In the conducted research, the analytical category of office workers was a sample to define appropriate relations with reference to the environmental and professional ethos, including attitudes and expectations towards parenting. The observation comprised entities representing public administration units in 16 voivodships of Poland. The data were collected by means of CAWI technique, an Internet tool in the form of an online survey. In total, the responses were obtained from 746 respondents selected based on random sampling. Respondents were diverse in terms of specific social and demographic qualities, owing to which the empirical material analysis could be even more in-depth. The possibility to compare the attitudes of public administration workers with their idea of parenting is considered particularly valuable.
Empirical considerations on the contemporary parenting started with the question about the acceptance of the model in which parents sacrifice everything (even their own good) for their children. It turned out that as many as 46.1% of the survey respondents were not inclined to sacrifice everything for their children. It should be emphasised that 21.3% of respondents did not want to declare unambiguously, and only 6.3% strongly agreed with such a statement. In the respondents' awareness, parenting is not only obligations and sacrifice but also an investment which may pay off in the future. In order to make it happen, however, specific values must be consolidated in the family, which will protect it against dysfunction and threats. More than 85% were convinced about it, they agreed strongly and agreed moderately with this statement. Equally strong agreement with the statement can be observed in the issue of showing respect to parents, as well as obligatory taking care of ageing parents (Table) . 
Among variables diff erentiating respondents' attitudes, particularly important seem responses of women and men who as people with stabilised professional situation display a little diff erent attitude to parenting. Professionally active women are not supporters of sacrifi cing everything for children, which is proven by over 55% of strongly disagree and disagree moderately responses. Men seem more inclined to sacrifi ces, among them over 42% agreed strongly and agreed moderately for such a form of parenting. Quite important diff erence in the distributions of responses may be a result of diff erent defi nitions of sacrifi cing for children. Women-mothers returning to the labour market aft er the maternity period want to continue their development, without the necessity of renouncements and resignations. On the other hand, a great majority of men have not experienced the diffi culties related to the return to work aft er the suspension of professional activity, therefore, in their awareness, sacrifi cing for children is perceived in a completely diff erent dimension than in the case of women (Fig. 1). protect
Among variables differentiating respondents' attitudes, particularly important seem responses of women and men who as people with stabilised professional situation display a little different attitude to parenting. Professionally active women are not supporters of sacrificing everything for children, which is proven by over 55% of strongly disagree and disagree moderately responses. Men seem more inclined to sacrifices, among them over 42% agreed strongly and agreed moderately for such a form of parenting. Quite important difference in the distributions of responses may be a result of different definitions of sacrificing for children. Women-mothers returning to the labour market after the maternity period want to continue their development, without the necessity of renouncements and resignations. On the other hand, a great majority of men have not experienced the difficulties related to the return to work after the suspension of professional activity, therefore, in their awareness, sacrificing for children is perceived in a completely different dimension than in the case of women (Fig. 1) . Th e distribution of women's and men's responses concerning the respect to parents and love they should be given by children is equally interesting. Although diff erences in the level of strongly agree and agree moderately declarations do not diff erentiate respondents signifi cantly, the attitude of women in this matter in comparison with the previous question seems interesting. Th us, on the one hand, we have women who are not willing to sacrifi ce for children, and on the other hand, we have women who expect love and respect from their children. It proves the traditional valuation of parents-chil-
dren relations with the modern attitude negating total devotion to family life. On the other hand, in the case of the question concerning taking care of ageing parents, there is agreement between women and men that is children's obligations. In this score, the distribution of "strongly agree" and "agree moderately" responses was respectively 81.8% in the case of women and 89.0% in the case of men (Fig. 2) . strongly agree and agree moderately declarations do not differentiate respondents significantly, the attitude of women in this matter in comparison with the previous question seems interesting. Thus, on the one hand, we have women who are not willing to sacrifice for children, and on the other hand, we have women who expect love and respect from their children. It proves the traditional valuation of parents-children relations with the modern attitude negating total devotion to family life. On the other hand, in the case of the question concerning taking care of ageing parents, there is agreement between women and men that is children's obligations. In this score, the distribution of "strongly agree" and "agree moderately" responses was respectively 81.8% in the case of women and 89.0% in the case of men (Fig. 2) . Considering the attachment to traditional values in family, also the sense of the obligation to pass the religion professed to children was examined. In the case of this question, those were women who proved greater attachment to this value, and the sum of their positive declarations was 73.9% in comparison with 63.3% of men's responses. Due to the fact that women are generally characterised by a higher level of religiosity, the presented distribution of responses confirms our Considering the attachment to traditional values in family, also the sense of the obligation to pass the religion professed to children was examined. In the case of this question, those were women who proved greater attachment to this value, and the sum of their positive declarations was 73.9% in comparison with 63.3% of men's responses. Due to the fact that women are generally characterised by a higher level of religiosity, the presented distribution of responses confi rms our belief that religious values are still strongly valued in family. Th e attachment to established values is also confi rmed by the distribution of responses to the next question. A great majority of women and men are convinced that fostering and consolidation of family values will be the protection against threats and dysfunction. 84.5% of women and 93.8% of men are convinced about it.
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belief that religious values are still strongly valued in family. The attachment to established values is also confirmed by the distribution of responses to the next question. A great majority of women and men are convinced that fostering and consolidation of family values will be the protection against threats and dysfunction. 84.5% of women and 93.8% of men are convinced about it. Neither men nor women accept raising children in full democracy, and the scores accepting such a model were less than 15% among women and 19% among men (Fig. 3) .
Conclusions
Contemporary parenting is changing, but the process of these changes is not finished yet.
Just like family is evolving, also parenting will undergo specific modifications. The scope and the dynamics of these changes will depend on numerous factors, directly and indirectly shaping parental attitudes. The contemporary social order is characterised by the global range affecting phenomena both in the macro-and micro-scale. Thus, it influences the attitudes of the whole society and individuals, defining the directions of modernity. Hence, a question arises about the scale of this modernity and its impact on the strengthening of new parenting. On the other hand, we have a stable hierarchy of values in which family and family happiness have been invariably on top positions for years. We also have fostering specific values which are able to protect family against dysfunctions. Thus, it turns out that in spite of declarations about modern parenting characterised by greater tolerance, openness or partnership in relations with children, there is also place for established values init. Th e quoted questions show relatively strong belief in traditional values in family, and, what is more, even the negation of openness to the full freedom of the functioning of children in family. Neither men nor women accept raising children in full democracy, and the scores accepting such a model were less than 15% among women and 19% among men (Fig. 3) .
Contemporary parenting is changing, but the process of these changes is not fi nished yet. Just like family is evolving, also parenting will undergo specifi c modifi cations. Th e scope and the dynamics of these changes will depend on numerous factors, directly and indirectly shaping parental attitudes. Th e contemporary social order is characterised by the global range aff ecting phenomena both in the macro-and micro-scale. Th us, it infl uences the attitudes of the whole society and individuals, defi ning the directions of modernity. Hence, a question arises about the scale of this modernity and its impact on the strengthening of new parenting. On the other hand, we have a stable hierarchy of values in which family and family happiness have been invariably on top positions for years. We also have fostering specifi c values which are able to protect family against dysfunctions. Th us, it turns out that in spite of declarations about modern parenting characterised by greater tolerance, openness or partnership in relations with children, there is also place for established values init. 
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Modern parenting is related to some expectations towards children. Thus, a question arises whether this modernity will influence the development of parenting as such, whether it will be translating into improving its quality, the level of engagement and whether it will be the proper base for the child's development. Definitely, the reproductive and matrimonial attitudes of the younger generation have already changed, alternative form of family life are developing and consolidating, whereas parents just like in the past should be the foundation of children's development also now, and children should be an opportunity for parents' individual development. Therefore, in spite of some threats for family life, social attitudes will still express the readiness to start a family, foster family happiness and develop parenting.
